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Over the course of the nearly four-month battle, Saving Sweet 
Briar, Inc. raised over $21 million in pledges and with the 
support of CK Communications, launched a blistering and 
sustained public relations campaign that challenged the college’s 
argument that its financial problems could not be overcome. 
Supported by the facts that Sweet Briar College had an $85 
million endowment, a respected reputation for academic 
achievement and a ranking as one of the nationachievement and a ranking as one of the nation’s most beautiful 
college campuses, the alumnae message that an alternative to 
closure existed began to resonate.

Within hours, thousands of alumnae from around the country began organizing a fierce 
campaign to save Sweet Briacampaign to save Sweet Briar. Tracy Stuart, a 1993 graduate of Sweet Briar, was among those 
who swung into action. Stuart hired Troutman Sanders, a powerful global law firm with a 
higher education practice and a large Richmond, Virginia office to mount a legal challenge. 
She also retained the services of CK Communications to provide crisis public relations support 
and to lead media engagement. Another alumna, Brooke Linville, launched a website to serve 
as the hub of an online fundraising campaign and an information source for alumnae, students 
and faculty. Stuart’s effort and the website created by Linville were unified under Saving 
Sweet BriaSweet Briar, Inc., a nonprofit that would raise the funds needed to help the college close its 
financial gap.

Faculty, students and alumnae were never consulted about the decision and were 
shocked by the announced closure.

On March 3, 2015, the interim president of Sweet Briar College, a 114-year old 
women’s liberal arts college in central Virginia, announced without warning that the 
school would close on August 25, 2015. The president cited insurmountable financial 
challenges triggered by declining enrollment and a steady drop in tuition revenue as 
the principal reasons for the closure.

Sweet Success!








